Introduction
The movement of people as a result of changes in their environment is not a new phenomenon. However, the linkages between weather-related events and migration have been largely ignored until recently due to a lack of consensus among scholars and policymakers about the interconnectedness of these two issues (IOM, 2009) .
Bangladesh, one of the most environmentally vulnerable countries of the world, has become the locus of severe and devastating weather events. Between 1877 and 1995, the country was hit by 154 cyclones, including 43 severe cyclonic storms, 43 cyclonic storms and 68 tropical depressions (Dasgupta et al., 2011) . Furthermore, with almost 3 million people displaced by natural disasters during the period 2008-12, the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre ranks Bangladesh among the top 10 countries producing disaster-induced displacement (IDMC, 2013) .
Although a few recent studies on Bangladesh have focused on examining the effect of climate change on outmigration, there is still a gap in literature when it comes to exploring the responsiveness of remittances sent by migrants in the aftermath of natural disasters. This gap is more pronounced when trying to understand how the existing gender relations within the society shape the way female and male migrants respond in the aftermath of a disaster affecting their households in their country of origin. This chapter aims to contribute to the literature by focusing on this particular gap. Using primary data collected through 118 in-depth field interviews with migrant workers from two villages located near the southwest border of Bangladesh, this chapter investigates the responsiveness of remittances sent by migrants in the aftermath of natural disasters affecting their leftbehind homes. In doing so, this chapter sheds light on how the culturally determined role of women in these traditional and patriarchal communities shapes their remitting behaviour in post-disaster situations. This chapter will also examine if some of the existing claims of the remittance literature hold true for this unique dataset, such as the effect of migrant's age, marital status and migration duration on the decision to remit.
This chapter is structured such that the second section provides a brief review of the existing literature on migration and remittances; the third section describes the data collection methodology and provides background information about the study sites and the profile of the migrants interviewed. The fourth section presents and discusses the results, and the last section concludes the chapter.
Literature review
The new economics of labour migration (NELM) theory and its extensions suggest that one commonly adopted environment risk-mitigation strategy by households is to engage in labour migration as a means to diversify household income sources (Stark and Bloom, 1985; Katz and Stark, 1986) . Migration is viewed as an investment, and remittances are labelled as a t return from that investment. According to this theory, migration decisions are made by families (households) and not by individual migrants as claimed by the traditional neoclassical theorists (Massey et al., 1993) .
Rooted in this theoretical framework is the claim that when migrants' households in their country of origin are affected by natural disasters, migrants will respond by remitting more to help their households in distress. A review of the current literature suggests that remittance inflows increase or remain relatively stable after the onset of large shocks, such as natural disasters, macroeconomic or financial crises and armed conflicts (Clarke and Wallsten, 2004; World Bank, 2005; Weiss-Fagen and Bump, 2005; Mohapatra et al., 2009) . A 2009 study analysing cross-country macroeconomic data indicates that remittances increase in the aftermath of natural disasters in countries that have a larger number of migrants living abroad (Mohapatra et al., 2009) . Another aggregate study examining the impact of hurricanes concludes that hurricane damages lead to increases in remittance inflows for poorer countries (Yang, 2007) . A country case study on Zimbabwe found that during its 1991-92 drought, remittances received by rural families not only mollified the effect of drought within those communities but had widespread effects (Hicks, 1993; Benson and Clay, 2004) . In Haiti, in-kind transfers from friends and families abroad helped the households deal with the income shocks from Cyclone Jeanne (Weiss-Fagan, 2006) . Similarly, a case study that explored the effects of the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan indicated that remittances were indeed a significant factor in the recovery and reconstruction of the four villages being studied (Suleri and Savage, 2006 ). An Indonesian case study found that remittance-recipient households recovered faster in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami (Wu, 2006) .
